Recommended Reads Year 9
JANE EYRE
By Charlotte Bronte
CLASSIC
One of the greatest gothic love stories of all time, JANE EYRE tells of a lowly,
plain governess who falls in love with the dashing Mr Rochester - who hides a
terrible secret. An epic romance set on the Yorkshire moors, and a book that
young girls will return to again and again.

THE FAULT IN OUR STARS
By John Green
ROMANCE
I fell in love the way you fall asleep: slowly, then all at once.
Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years,
Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon
diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly
appears at Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel's story is about to be completely
rewritten. Insightful, bold, irreverent, and raw, The Fault in Our Stars brilliantly
explores the funny, thrilling, and tragic business of being alive and in love.

PRIDE & PREJUDICE
By Jane Austen
CLASSIC
Elizabeth Bennett has a keen mind, a sharp wit, and no desire to marry for
convenience. When she meets Mr Darcy, her first impressions are far from
favourable, and he shows little interest in her. Nor do their opinions improve with
further acquaintance. There seems to be little hope of romance; indeed, it might be
impossible unless they can confront the flaws in their own natures. Perhaps their
first impressions were mistaken? Profuse with her inimitable wit and charm, Pride
and Prejudice is one of Austen’s most beloved novels, and stands among
literature’s greatest love stories.

FAHRENHEIT 451
By Ray Bradbury
SCI-FI
The hauntingly prophetic classic novel set in a not-too-distant future where books
are burned by a special task force of firemen. Guy Montag is a fireman. His job is
to burn books, which are forbidden, being the source of all discord and
unhappiness. Even so, Montag is unhappy; there is discord in his marriage. Are
books hidden in his house? The Mechanical Hound of the Fire Department, armed
with a lethal hypodermic, escorted by helicopters, is ready to track down those
dissidents who defy society to preserve and read books.
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THE BOOK THEIF
By Marcus Zusak
HISTORICAL
It is 1939. In Nazi Germany, the country is holding its breath. Death has never
been busier - and will become busier still.
By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed forever when she picks up a
single object, abandoned in the snow. It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, and this
is her first act of book thievery. So begins Liesel's love affair with books and words,
and soon she is stealing from Nazi book-burnings, the mayor's wife's library . . .
wherever there are books to be found.
But these are dangerous times, and when Liesel's foster family hides a Jew in their
basement, nothing will ever be the same again.

THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES
By Arthur Conan Doyle
CRIME
Excitement! Intrigue! Suspense! Horror!
Will Sherlock Holmes and Doctor Watson discover the truth behind the fearsome
legend of the beast with blazing eyes and dripping jaws? .

MORE THAN THIS
By Patrick Ness
DYSTOPIA
A boy called Seth drowns, desperate and alone in his final moments, losing his life
as the pounding sea claims him. But then he wakes. He is naked, thirsty, starving.
But alive. How is that possible? He remembers dying, his bones breaking, his skull
dashed upon the rocks. So how is he here? And where is this place? It looks like
the suburban English town where he lived as a child, before an unthinkable
tragedy happened and his family moved to America. But the neighbourhood
around his old house is overgrown, covered in dust and completely abandoned.
What's going on? And why is it that whenever he closes his eyes, he falls prey to
vivid, agonizing memories that seem more real than the world around him? Seth
begins a search for answers, hoping that he might not be alone, that this might not
be the hell he fears it to be, that there might be more than just this...

@THSbookworm

Recommended Reads Year 9
I CAPTURE THE CASTLE
By Dodie Smith
CLASSIC
‘I write this sitting in the kitchen sink' is the first line of this timeless, witty and
enchanting novel about growing up.
Cassandra Mortmain lives with her bohemian and impoverished family in a
crumbling castle in the middle of nowhere. Her journal records her life with her
beautiful, bored sister, Rose, her fading glamorous stepmother, Topaz, her little
brother Thomas and her eccentric novelist father who suffers from a financially
crippling writer's block. However, all their lives are turned upside down when the
American heirs to the castle arrive and Cassandra finds herself falling in love for
the first time.

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD
By Harper Lee
CLASSIC
'Shoot all the Bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember it's a sin to kill a
Mockingbird.'
A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real mockingbird of Harper
Lee's classic novel - a black man charged with the rape of a white girl. Through the
young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores with exuberant humour
the irrationality of adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep South of the thirties.
The conscience of a town steeped in prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is pricked
by the stamina of one man's struggle for justice. But the weight of history will only
tolerate so much.

THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME
By Mark Haddon
SELF DISCOVERY
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is a murder mystery novel like
no other. The detective, and narrator, is Christopher Boone. Christopher is fifteen
and has Asperger's Syndrome. He knows a very great deal about maths and very
little about human beings. He loves lists, patterns and the truth. He hates the
colours yellow and brown and being touched. He has never gone further than the
end of the road on his own, but when he finds a neighbour's dog murdered he sets
out on a terrifying journey which will turn his whole world upside down.
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THE DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS
By John Wyndham
SCI FI
When a freak cosmic event renders most of the Earth's population blind, Bill Masen
is one of the lucky few to retain his sight. The London he walks is crammed with
groups of men and women needing help, some ready to prey on those who can
still see. But another menace stalks blind and sighted alike. With nobody to stop
their spread the Triffids, mobile plants with lethal stingers and carnivorous
appetites, seem set to take control.

REVOLVER
By Marcus Sedgwick
HISTORICAL
1910. A cabin north of the Arctic Circle. Fifteen-year-old Sig Andersson is alone.
Alone, except for the corpse of his father, who died earlier that day after falling
through a weak spot on the ice-covered lake. His sister, Anna, and step-mother,
Nadya, have gone to the local town for help.
Then comes a knock at the door. It's a man, the flash of a revolver's butt at his hip,
and a mean glare in his eyes. Sig has never seen him before but Wolff claims to
have unfinished business with his father.
As Sig gradually learns the awful truth about Wolff's connection to his father, his
thoughts are drawn to a certain box hidden on a shelf in the storeroom, in which
lies his father's prized possession - a revolver.
As the stakes rise and Wolff begins to close in, Sig's choice is pulled into sharp
focus. Should he use the gun?

THE HITCH HIKER’S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY
By Douglas Adams
SCI FI
An international phenomenon and pop-culture classic, The Hitchhiker's
Guide to the Galaxy has been a radio show, TV series, novel, stage play,
comic book and film. Following the galactic (mis)adventures of Arthur Dent,
Hitchhiker’s in its various incarnations has captured the imaginations of
curious minds around the world . . .
It's an ordinary Thursday lunchtime for Arthur Dent until his house gets
demolished. The Earth follows shortly afterwards to make way for a new
hyperspace express route, and his best friend has just announced that he's an
alien. At this moment, they're hurtling through space with nothing but their towels
and an innocuous-looking book inscribed, in large friendly letters, with the words:
DON'T PANIC.
The weekend has only just begun . .
.
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CHAOS WALKING TRILOGY
By Patrick Ness
DYSTOPIA
The Knife of Never Letting Go (Book 1), The Ask & the Answer (Book 2),
Monsters of Men (Book 3)
Prentisstown isn’t like other towns. Everyone can hear everyone else’s thoughts in
a constant, overwhelming Noise. There is no privacy. There are no secrets. Then
Todd Hewitt unexpectedly stumbles on a spot of complete silence. Which is
impossible. And now he’s going to have to run…

MAGGOT MOON
By Sally Gardner
DYSTOPIA
A starkly original and heartbreaking tale of friendship and rebellion
Winner of the Carnegie Medal and a 2012 Costa Award winner. Narrated against
the backdrop of a ruthless regime determined to beat its enemies in the race to the
moon, MAGGOT MOON is the stunning new novel from award-winning author
Sally Gardner.
When his best friend Hector is suddenly taken away, Standish Treadwell realises
that it is up to him, his grandfather and a small band of rebels to confront and
defeat the ever-present oppressive forces of the Motherland.

WITCH CHILD
By Celia Rees
HISTORICAL
When Mary sees her grandmother accused of witchcraft and hanged for the crime,
she is silently hurried to safety by an unknown woman. The woman gives her tools
to keep the record of her days - paper and ink. Mary is taken to a boat in Plymouth
and from there sails to the New World where she hopes to make a new life among
the pilgrims. But old superstitions die hard and soon Mary finds that she, like her
grandmother, is the victim of ignorance and stupidity, and once more she faces
important choices to ensure her survival.
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WHEN MR DOG BITES
By Brian Conaghan
SELF DISCOVERY
Dylan Mint has Tourette's. Being sixteen is hard enough, but Dylan's life is a
constant battle to keep the bad stuff in - the swearing, the tics, the howling dog that
seems to escape whenever he gets stressed... But a routine visit to the hospital
changes everything. Overhearing a hushed conversation between the doctor and
his mother, Dylan discovers that he's going to die next March. So he grants himself
three parting wishes or 'Cool Things To Do Before I Cack It'. But as Dylan sets out
to make his wishes come true, he discovers that nothing - and no-one - is quite as
he had previously supposed.

SCOOP
By Evelyn Waugh
SELF DISCOVERY
Lord Copper, newspaper magnate and proprietor of The Daily Beast, has always
prided himself on his intuitive flair for spotting ace reporters. That is not to say he
has not made the odd blunder, however, and may in a moment of weakness make
another. Acting on a dinner party tip from Mrs Algernon Stitch, he feels convinced
that he has hit on just the chap to cover a promising little war in the African
Republic of Ishmaelia. But for, pale, ineffectual William Boot, editor of the Daily
Beast's 'nature notes' column, being mistaken for a competent journalist may prove
to be a fatal error...

THE GREAT GATSBY
By F Scott Fitzgerald
CLASSIC
invited to an extravagantly lavish party in a Long Island mansion, Nick Carraway, a
young bachelor who has just settled in the neighbouring cottage, is intrigued by the
mysterious host, Jay Gatsby, a flamboyant but reserved self-made man with murky
business interests and a shadowy past. As the two men strike up an unlikely
friendship, details of Gatsby's impossible love for a married woman emerge, until
events spiral into tragedy. Regarded as Fitzgerald's masterpiece and one of the
greatest novels of American literature, The Great Gatsby is a vivid chronicle of the
excesses and decadence of the 'Jazz Age', as well as a timeless cautionary
critique of the American dream.
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THE TURN OF THE SCREW
By Henry James
CLASSIC
James's great masterpiece of haunting atmosphere and unbearable tension, tells
of a young governess sent to a country house to take charge of two orphans, Miles
and Flora.
Unsettled by a dark foreboding of menace within the house, she soon comes to
believe that something, or someone, malevolent is stalking the children in her care.
Is the threat to her young charges really a malign and ghostly presence, or a
manifestation of something else entirely?

TOUCHING THE VOID
By Joe Simpson
BIOGRAPHY
This the heart-stopping account of Joe Simpson's terrifying adventure in the
Peruvian Andes. He and his climbing partner, Simon, reached the summit of the
remote Siula Grande in June 1995. A few days later, Simon staggered into Base
Camp, exhausted and frost-bitten, with news that that Joe was dead.
What happened to Joe, and how the pair dealt with the psychological traumas that
resulted when Simon was forced into the appalling decision to cut the rope, makes
not only an epic of survival but a compelling testament of friendship.

BUFFALO SOLDIER
By Tanya Landman
HISTORICAL
"What kind of a girl steals the clothes from a dead man's back and runs off to join
the army? A desperate one. That's who." At the end of the American Civil War,
Charley – a young African-American slave from the deep south – is ostensibly
freed. But then her adopted mother is raped and lynched at the hands of a mob
and Charley is left alone. In a terrifyingly lawless land, where the colour of a
person's skin can bring violent death, Charley disguises herself as a man and joins
the army. Soon she's being sent to the prairies to fight a whole new war against the
"savage Indians". Trapped in a world of injustice and inequality, it's only when
Charley is posted to Apache territory that she begins to learn what it is to be truly
free.
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LONG WAY DOWN
By Jason Reynolds
SELF DISCOVERY
AND THEN THERE WERE SHOTS
Everybody ran, ducked, hid, tucked
themselves tight.
After Will's brother is shot in a gang crime, he knows the next steps. Don't cry.
Don't snitch. Get revenge. So he gets in the lift with Shawn's gun, determined to
follow The Rules. Only when the lift door opens, Buck walks in, Will's friend who
died years ago. And Dani, who was shot years before that. As more people from
his past arrive, Will has to ask himself if he really knows what he's doing. This
haunting, lyrical, powerful verse novel will blow you away.

LA BELLE SAUVAGE
By Philip Pullman
FANTASY
Malcolm Polstead's Oxford life has been one of routine, ordinary even.
He is happiest playing with his daemon, Asta, in their canoe, La Belle Sauvage.
But now as the rain builds, the world around Malcolm and Asta it seems is set to
become increasingly far from ordinary.
Finding himself linked to a baby by the name of Lyra Belacqua, Malcolm is forced
to undertake the challenge of his life and to make a dangerous journey that will
change him and Lyra for ever . . .

CLAY
By David Almond
FANTASY
With fascination, Davie and his friend Geordie watch the arrival of a new boy,
Stephen Rose, in their town. He seems to have come from nowhere, and when he
arrives to live with his distant aunt, the local Crazy Mary, no one envies his new
home. But perhaps he's the answer to Davie and Geordie's prayers - a secret
weapon in their war against monstrous Mouldy and his gang. Intrigued, Davie and
Geordie befriend Stephen. But they are heading innocently down a path that brings
with it a monster of an entirely unexpected nature. Their encounter with the
mysterious Stephen is as incredible as it is menacing, and as the true story of
Stephen's past slowly emerges, Davie's life is changed for ever..
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LOOKING FOR JJ
By Anne Cassidy
THRILLER
Three children walked away from the edge of town one day but only two of them came back . . .
A gripping and emotionally searing novel from a talented author, Looking for
JJ explores the circumstances and motives behind the murder of a child - by her
friend.
Six years later, JJ has now been released, and has a new identity. But is
there any way that she can lead a "normal" life?

BOY’S DON’T CRY
By Malorie Blackman
FAMILY & RELATIONSHIPS
You're waiting for the postman - he's bringing your A level results. University, a
career as a journalist - a glittering future lies ahead. But when the doorbell rings it's
your old girlfriend; and she's carrying a baby. Your baby.
You're happy to look after it, just for an hour or two. But then she doesn't come
back - and your future suddenly looks very different.

THE CHOCOLATE WAR
By Robert Cormier
CLASSIC
The bestselling controversial novel about corruption and misuse of power in an
American boys' school.
The headmaster of Trinity College asks Archie Costello, the leader of the Vigils, a
secret society that rules the school, to help with the selling of 20,000 boxes of
chocolates in the annual fund-raising effort. Archie sees the chance of adding to
his power - he is the Assigner, handing out to the boys tasks to be performed if
they are to survive in the school. Freshman, Jerry Renault, a newcomer to the
corrupt regime, refuses to sell chocolates. Enormous mental and physical pressure
is put on him but he will not give in - the result is an inevitable, explosive tragedy.

SOPHIE’S WORLD
By Jostein Gaarder
SELF DISCOVERY
When 14-year-old Sophie encounters a mysterious mentor who introduces her to
philosophy, mysteries deepen in her own life. Why does she keep getting
postcards addressed to another girl? Who is the other girl? And who, for that
matter, is Sophie herself? To solve the riddle, she uses her new knowledge of
philosophy, but the truth is far stranger than she could have imagined.
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THE LORD OF THE RINGS TRILOGY
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING
By JRR Tolkein
FANTASY
Sauron, the Dark Lord, has gathered to him all the Rings of Power -- the
means by which he intends to rule Middle-earth.
All he lacks in his plans for dominion is the One Ring -- the ring that
rules them all -- which has fallen into the hands of the hobbit, Bilbo
Baggins.
In a sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins finds himself faced
with an immense task, as his elderly cousin Bilbo entrusts the Ring to
his care.
Frodo must leave his home and make a perilous journey across Middleearth to the Cracks of Doom, there to destroy the Ring and foil the Dark
Lord in his evil purpose.

THE TWO TOWERS
This tells the story of Frodo and the Companions of the Ring, who have
been beset by danger during their quest to prevent the Ruling Ring from
falling into the hands of the Dark Lord by destroying it in the Cracks of
Doom.
They have lost the wizard, Gandalf, in the battle with an evil spirit in the
Mines of Moria; and at the Falls of Rauros, Boromir, seduced by the
power of the Ring, tried to seize it by force.
While Frodo and Sam made their escape the rest of the company were
attacked by Orcs.
Now they continue their journey alone down the great River Anduin -alone, that is, save for the mysterious creeping figure that follows
wherever they go.

THE RETURN OF THE KING
The climactic volume of the trilogy, wherein the little hobbit and his trusty
companions make a terrible journey to the heart of the land of the
Shadow in a final reckoning with the power of Sauron.
Impossible to describe in a few words, JRR Tolkien's great work of
imaginative fiction has been labelled both a heroic romance and a
classic fantasy fiction.
By turns comic and homely, epic and diabolic, the narrative moves
through countless changes of scene and character in an imaginary world
which is totally convincing in its detail.
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